
Redlands United played out their final game of the 2010 Veto Premier League season with a dazzling 

come from behind victory over second placed Brisbane Wolves at Carmichael Park on Saturday evening. 

The Devils, who have been in fine touch in recent weeks, winning their previous three games were up 

against a side who knew a win would secure second place and who themselves had won seven of their 

last eight games. The scene had been set and the script had been penned, but the ending had to be re-

written as Redlands United produced a wonderful fight back to finish the season in emphatic fashion. 

From start to finish the tempo of the game never relented and as early as the fifth minute Danny Byrne 

drilled in a cross that Wolves keeper Michael Pike managed to get the slightest of touches on to divert 

the ball behind Graham Fyfe who was in the perfect position to score. Trent Clulow immediately 

returned the favour, whipping in a dangerous ball across the face of Mitch O’Brien’s goal. Moments later 

Clulow fed Wolves forward Joby Thorogood with an identical ball but the striker put the ball into the 

side netting. With twenty minutes gone and nothing to separate the sides, Devils midfielder Haydn 

Eames was dispossessed 25 yards from his own goal and within seconds Sasa Radulovic struck a dipping 

drive that flew past Mitch O’Brien into the top left corner to had Wolves a 1-0 lead. Redlands almost 

equalised immediately when space opened up for Graham Fyfe on the left, but his shot from fully 30 

yards came back off the post. Both sides continued to created good openings throughout the half, but 

the nearest to a goal came on the stroke of half time when Devils Keeper Mitch O’Brien had to tip over a 

fierce drive from Jae Jong Son. 

The second half continued on from the first and in the opening attack, Danny Byrne delivered to Graham 

Fyfe who saw the ball clutched to safety by Michael Pike as he was about to pull the trigger. Redlands 

continued to go forward and were causing Wolves problems, especially with Danny Byrne down the 

right who was turning his marker inside out, but it was Wolves who struck the first major blow when 

Steffen Vroom struck a shot from the edge of the box that deflected off Joby Thorogood to give Mitch 

O’Brien no chance at all and push there lead out to 2-0.  

Redlands had arrived at Carmichael Park confident that they could get a result and in the 67th minute 

managed to stick a foot in the door when Graham Fyfe rifled a shot beyond Michael Pike from the edge 

of the penalty box. The Devils were turning the screws and Brisbane Wolves were struggling to contain 

them, but in the 75th minute a deserved equaliser came from Ramone Close who notched his third in 

two games, slamming home from close range after good work from Nevin Saroya and James Smith.  

Wolves were rocking and Close almost bagged a second in the 86th minute, but a screamer from 25 

yards out cannoned back off the Wolves crossbar. With a minute of normal time to play Redlands were 

awarded a free kick 20 yards out and Haydn Eames touched the ball into the path of Graham Fyfe who 

struck a low shot beyond the despairing Michael Pike to take Redlands into a deserved lead. With five 

minutes of stoppage time played and Wolves unable to respond, Referee Martin Krenes blew time on 

what had been a memorable game. 

After the match Devils Assistant Coach Dave Thorogood provided his comments for the last time after 

making the decision at the start of the year to step down from his role at seasons end. “We are all 

delighted to finish the season with four straight wins. I said last week that despite playing for nothing, 



we would come here looking for a result to finish an otherwise disappointing season on a high and I 

thought our performance across the park was deserving of the win. Wolves are a very good side who 

wanted a result to guarantee second spot and although 2-0 down, I though there really was nothing 

between the two sides. Once we scored though I thought we started to control the game before 

eventually coming over the top of them. We showed a lot of character and resilience tonight and the 

lads should be very happy with the quality of that performance. 

It’s been an unbelievably difficult first season for us in the Premier League which has been well 

documented and we are just pleased to have come through it in tact. The club is looking to retain the 

core from this current group of players and add two or three quality additions for next season with the 

view to be competing for silverware in 2011. It will also be great to eventually see Russell Woodruffe 

back playing next year.” 

Woodruffe severely damage his knee at Brisbane City in Rd 7 and missed the entire season. He will also 

miss the start of the 2011 season due to his rehabilitation program after recent knee reconstruction 

surgery, but his physical goal scoring presence will be a great lift at Redlands United in 2011. 

In his closing comments, Thorogood added, “I would really like to thank all those at Redlands. It is a 

fantastic club that I am proud to be associated with. To everyone, either on the committee or the 

volunteers that all clubs so heavily rely on, who give valuable time in their own busy lives to help others. 

Rob Jones, Peter Clark and Brett Austin who are the engine for the senior side of things who have been 

unwavering in their support to Peter and I. Thank you to everyone who has been out to support us this 

year; it really is appreciated by us all. And thanks Peter, it’s been a great four or five years in which I 

have learnt so much and it’s been a hell of a ride”.  

Good luck to all teams in the finals series. 


